


 

puƌpose of eǆpƌessiŶg aŶ opiŶioŶ oŶ the CouŶtǇ’s ĐoŵpliaŶĐe ǁith those ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶts. While ouƌ 
audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion, it does not provide a legal determination on the 

CouŶtǇ’s ĐoŵpliaŶĐe ǁith those ƌeƋuirements. 

 

Planned Scope and Timing of the Audit 

 

We performed the audit according to the planned scope and timing previously communicated to 

you in our engagement letter dated May 15, 2014. 

 

Qualitative Aspects of Accounting Practices 

 

Significant Accounting Policies 

 

Management is responsible for the selection and use of appropriate accounting policies. The 

significant accounting policies used by the County are described in Note 1 to the financial 

statements. 

 

As described in Note 18 to the financial statements, the County changed accounting principal 

related to debt issuance costs by adopting GASB Statement No. 65, (Items Previously Reported as 

Assets and Liabilities), which requires debt issuance costs to be recognized as an expense in the 

period incurred. Prior to GASB No. 65, the County was recognizing the debt issuance costs related 

to its long-term debt as an expense in a systematic manner over the duration of the related debt.  

Accordingly, the cumulative effect of the accounting change as of the beginning of the year is 

reported in the statement of net position. 

  

Other than the new accounting policy described in the previous paragraph, no new accounting 

policies were adopted, and the application of existing policies was not changed during the year 

ended June 30, 2014. We noted no transactions entered into by the County during the year for 

which there is a lack of authoritative guidance or consensus. All significant transactions have been 

recognized in the financial statements in the proper period. 

 

Significant Accounting Estimates 

 

Accounting estimates are an integral part of the financial statements prepared by management and 

aƌe ďased oŶ ŵaŶageŵeŶt’s kŶoǁledge aŶd eǆpeƌieŶĐe aďout past aŶd ĐuƌƌeŶt eǀeŶts aŶd 
assumptions about future events. Certain accounting estimates are particularly sensitive because of 

their significance to the financial statements and because of the possibility that future events 

affecting them may differ significantly from those expected. The most sensitive estimate(s) 

affecting the financial statements were: 

 

 Allowance for uncollectible accounts:  MaŶageŵeŶt’s estiŵate is ďased oŶ past eǆpeƌieŶĐe 
aŶd suďseƋueŶt ĐolleĐtioŶs.  We ƌeǀieǁed ŵaŶageŵeŶt’s ĐalĐulatioŶ of the alloǁaŶĐe. 
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 Claims liability:  MaŶageŵeŶt’s estiŵate is deƌiǀed from actuarial valuations obtained from 

experts.  We agreed the claims liability reported in the financial statements to those 

reported in actuarial reports prepared and issued during the year being audited. 

 OPEB liability:  MaŶageŵeŶt’s estiŵate is deƌived from actuarial valuations obtained from 

experts.  We agreed the claims liability reported in the financial statements to those 

reported in actuarial reports prepared and issued during the year being audited. 

 Liability for solid waste landfill closure and postclosure costs:  MaŶageŵeŶt’s estiŵate is 
ďased oŶ eŶgiŶeeƌiŶg estiŵates of futuƌe Đosts to ďe iŶĐuƌƌed.  We ƌeǀieǁed the eŶgiŶeeƌ’s 
estimate. 

 

Difficulties Encountered in Performing the Audit 

 

We encountered no significant difficulties in dealing with management in performing our audit. 

 

Corrected and Uncorrected Misstatements 

 

Professional standards require us to accumulate all known and likely misstatements identified 

during the audit other than those that are trivial, and communicate them to the appropriate level 

of management.  Management has corrected all such misstatements.  The following material 

misstatement detected as a result of audit procedures were corrected by management: 

 

 Adjust receivable and related intergovernmental revenue account balances by $3.3 million 

in the capital projects fund to properly account for reimbursements for fiscal year 2013-14 

project expenditures. 

 

Immaterial Misstatements Not Corrected by Management 

 

Management passed on the following adjustments: 

 

 Adjustment to total pooled Đash to aĐĐouŶt foƌ the faiƌ ǀalue of the CouŶtǇ’s iŶǀestŵeŶts at 
June 30, 2014.  The proposed adjustment to pooled cash and investments was less than 1 

percent of the total value of the pooled cash and investments at June 30, 2014. 

 

Disagreements with Management 

 

For purposes of this letter, professional standards define a disagreement with management as a 

matter, whether or not resolved to our satisfaction, concerning a financial accounting, reporting, or 

auditing matter that could be signifiĐaŶt to the fiŶaŶĐial stateŵeŶts oƌ the auditoƌ’s ƌepoƌt. We aƌe 
pleased to report that no such disagreements arose during the course of our audit. 

 

Management Representations 

 

We have requested certain representations from management that are included in the 

management representation letter dated December 16, 2014. 
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Management Consultations with Other Independent Accountants 

 

In some cases, management may decide to consult with other accountants about auditing and 

accounting matters, similar to obtaining a ͞ seĐoŶd opiŶioŶ͟ oŶ ĐeƌtaiŶ situatioŶs. If a ĐoŶsultatioŶ 
iŶǀolǀes appliĐatioŶ of aŶ aĐĐouŶtiŶg pƌiŶĐiple to the goǀeƌŶŵeŶtal uŶit’s fiŶaŶĐial stateŵeŶts oƌ a 
deteƌŵiŶatioŶ of the tǇpe of auditoƌ’s opiŶioŶ that ŵaǇ ďe eǆpƌessed oŶ those stateŵeŶts, ouƌ 
professional standards require the consulting accountant to check with us to determine that the 

consultant has all the relevant facts. To our knowledge, there were no such consultations with 

other accountants. 

 

Other Audit Findings or Issues 

 

We generally discuss a variety of matters, including the application of accounting principles and 

auditiŶg staŶdaƌds, ǁith ŵaŶageŵeŶt eaĐh Ǉeaƌ pƌioƌ to ƌeteŶtioŶ as the CouŶtǇ’s auditoƌs. 
However, these discussions occurred in the normal course of our professional relationship and our 

responses were not a condition to our retention. 

 

Other Matters 

We applied ĐeƌtaiŶ liŵited pƌoĐeduƌes to the ŵaŶageŵeŶt’s disĐussioŶ aŶd aŶalǇsis, ďudgetaƌǇ 
comparison schedules, and the schedules of funding progress for both the defined benefit 

retirement plan and the other post employment benefits plan (OPEB), which is required 

supplementary information (RSI) that supplements the basic financial statements.  Our procedures 

consisted of inquiries of management regarding the methods of preparing the information and 

ĐoŵpaƌiŶg the iŶfoƌŵatioŶ foƌ ĐoŶsisteŶĐǇ ǁith ŵaŶageŵeŶt’s ƌespoŶses to ouƌ iŶƋuiƌies, the ďasiĐ 
financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial 

statements. We did not audit the RSI and do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on 

the RSI. 

 

We were engaged to report on the combining and individual nonmajor fund statements and 

schedules, which accompany the financial statements but are not RSI. With respect to this 

supplementary information, we made certain inquiries of management and evaluated the form, 

content, and methods of preparing the information to determine that the information complies 

with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America, the method of 

preparing it has not changed from the prior period, and the information is appropriate and 

complete in relation to our audit of the financial statements. We compared and reconciled the 

supplementary information to the underlying accounting records used to prepare the financial 

statements or to the financial statements themselves. 

 

We were not engaged to report on the introductory and statistical sections, which accompany the 

financial statements but are not RSI. We did not audit or perform other procedures on this other 

information and we do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on it 
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Restriction on Use 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of management, the Board of Supervisors 

and management of the County of San Luis Obispo and is not intended to be and should not be 

used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

 

 
Roseville, California 

December 16, 2014 
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